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The Great Design of Henry IV. Edited by Edwin D. Mead. Boston. 
Ginn and Company. 1909. xxi+91 pages. List price, 50 cents net, 
mailing price, 55 cents. 

Whether or not The Great Design of Henry IV was in reality his 
work or the project of the Duke of Sully, from whose memoirs it is 
known, is a matter of controversy; but, whatever its origin and author- 
ship, the Great Design has influenced thought and marks a date in the 
history and evolution of federation. Mr. Mead was therefore well-advised 
to undertake its publication in popular form and to make it the begin- 
ning of a series of monographs dealing with the subjects of federation, 
arbitration, and pacifism. It is well-known that William Penn refers 
to the Great Design in his plan for the perpetual peace of Europe as 
showing the feasibility of his own project, and it is common knowledge 
that Saint-Pierre's project of perpetual peace and Eousseau's famous 
essay are based upon the Great Design of Henry or his minister. 

The appearance, therefore, of Mr. Mead's edition with its interesting 
introduction and Dr. Hale's paper on the United States of Europe, is 
of interest to the general reader for whom it is primarily intended, and 
the announcement that the Great Design is the first of a series of sev- 
eral volumes " devoted to the classics of the peace movement " such as 
the Nouveau Gynee and Kant's Eternal Peace, will be welcome to the 
large circle of intelligent readers and thinkers interested in the peace 
movement. 

The book is properly kept within very small limits, the introduction 
is but 14 pages, the Design itself 51 pages, the related documents taken 
from Sully's Memoirs 23 pages (pages 54-76) and the United States of 
Europe by Dr. Hale 14 pages (pages 77-91), only a little over 100 pages. 

It is suggested in no captious spirit that Dr. Hale's contribution does 
not add to the value of the publication, and it would seem that an intro- 
duction by the learned editor to the various volumes selected for pub- 
lication would be sufficient to meet the need of the general reader, and 
that the views of commentators as to the value and importance of the 
texts selected would find a more appropriate place in the editor's 
introduction. 

James Bkown Soott. 



